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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address -- 
Period for Reply 


A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH{S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

• Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

• If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- if NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
eamed patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )□ Responsive to communicatlon(s) filed on . 

2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)ISI This action Is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application Is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits Is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) li6 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) li6 Is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 13 The specification Is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the con-ection is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or fomn PTO-152. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

12) 13 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (0- 

a)l3AII b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 .13 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

13) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application) 

since a specific reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 
37 CFR 1.78. 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

14) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 since a specific 

reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or In an Application Data Sheet. 37 CFR 1 .78. 


Attachment(s) 

1 ) 13 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Inten/lew Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application {PTO-1 52) 

3) 13 Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 5 . 6) □ Other: 


U.S. Patent and Trademar1< Office 
PTOL-326 (Rev. 11-03) 


Office Action Summary 


Part of Paper No. 9 
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DETAILED ACTION 


Election/Restrictions 


Applicant's election of Species A in Figure 1 in Paper No. 8 is acknowledged. 
Because applicant did not distinctly and specifically point out the supposed errors In the 
restriction requirement, the election has been treated as an election without traverse 
(MPEP§ 818.03(a)). 

Examiner agrees that claims 1 , 4 and 5 are generic. Given the fact that claim 1 
has not been rejected on art, all of claims 1-6 are examined in this action and no claims 
are considered non-elected. 


The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

On page 2, lines 22-23, there is disclosed "a torsion spring as a pressure 

element, e. g., a leaf spring". A torsion spring and a leaf spring are two unrelated types 

of springs and it is inaccurate to refer to a leaf spring as a particular torsion spring. 

Examiner believes that from the Figures, a leaf spring is an accurate description of the 

spring element and the term torsion should be deleted. 
Appropriate correction is required. 


Specification 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 


The following Is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specrTication shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his inventton. 

Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 1 , line 14, there is claimed a torsion spring. The spring as disclosed is not 
accurately described as a torsion spring. Furthermore, in claim 4, it is claimed that the 
torsion spring includes a leaf spring. A torsion spring and a leaf spring are different 
types of springs and therefore it can't be said that one type of spring can include the 
other. Examiner suggests deleting the term "torsion" in claim 1 and again in claims 5 
and 6 and inserting - - leaf - - . If this correction is made, claim 4 should then be 
deleted as It would not further limit the base claim. 

Claim 1 , line 21 , "to produce bending" is unclear as to what is bending. 
Examiner suggests Inserting - - of said leaf spring - -. 


Allowable Subject Matter 


Claims 1-6 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the 
rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 
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Prior art does not show a tilting steering column having a leaf spring between 
locating points and a middle portion of the spring engaged by an actuator to bend the 
spring and release the connection of the locating points to allow for the adjustment of 
the steering column. 


Conclusion 


The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Livengood (USPN 6,666,478), Wilson (USPN 6,131,481), 
Cartwright et al. (USPUB 2003/0094061, Venable (USPN 4,753,121), Kester (USPN 
4,788,880), Arvidsson (USPN 5,035,446), Minamoto et al. (USPN 5,048,364), Riefe et 
al. (USPN 6,138,525), Weber et al. (USPN 4,776,189). Bobbitt, III et al. (USPN 
5,626,059), Baker (USPN 3,799,569), Wendling (USPN 5,242,195), CH 647 469, JP7- 
257402, JP1 0-1 29503, GB 2 092 966. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to George D. Spisich whose telephone number is (703) 
305-6495. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday 6:00-3:30 
except alternate Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paul Dickson can be reached on (703) 308-2089. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9326. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of tlnis application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 306- 
1113. 


Gdsy^ 
Jani^ry 7, 2004 



PAUL N. DICKSON ' ^ ^ 
SUPERVISORY WVTENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 3600 


